Letter of Support from Our Black, Indigenous, People of Color Providers
Dear Black, Indigenous, and people of color as well as queer and trans Black, Indigenous, and people of color
community,
We at the Boynton Mental Health Clinic have come together to offer our statement regarding injuries
experienced by queer, trans, Black, Indigenous, people of color communities within mental health systems, and
the larger medical-industrial complex. We support and encourage students to share their stories and use their
collective voice in offering their lived experiences within these systems that have grown out of and maintain
white supremacy and the oppression of marginalized communities.
As mental health professionals, it is our responsibility to acknowledge the pain, trauma, and dehumanization
that colonization and enslavement has had on our communities. It is our responsibility to reflect on and
deconstruct the colonial methods of education that we have internalized as individuals, and how we contribute
to ongoing white supremacy, colonization, and cis and hetero normativity. We recognize that these systems of
oppression are deeply tied together, rooted in the history of ancestral Indigenous land. We acknowledge that as
“helpers” or “healers,'' we have caused harm to marginalized communities and aligned with systems of
oppression, further contributing to completely reasonable and valid pain and distrust. We are committed to
creating a community of accountability, decolonization, and healing within Boynton Mental Health to interrupt
the continued cycles of oppression these systems were created to uphold.
Historically, the medical-industrial complex and, therefore, the mental health field was not created for
marginalized communities. As the Mental Health Clinic has grown in the past few years and continues to grow,
as members in the clinic have worked to move out of silence and further challenge themselves to become
accomplices in this work, as we have worked to reclaim our power, we are here to use that power as a
community of queer, Black, Indigenous, people of color, and accomplices to challenge the system, the status
quo, and turn our attention to communities who have been injured by these systems.
With care,
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